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selben mehr Faden zusammenlaufen, als in irgend einem an- 
dern. Von den Ergebnissen ist besonders der Nachweis der 
engen Beziehungen Arnims zum Sturm und Drang, seiner 
Gegensatze zur Romantik und die klare Fassung des Lebens- 
problems dieses Dichters hervorzuheben. 

Smith College, Northampton, Mass. Josef Wiehb. 



Probleme der Orimmelshausenforschung von J. H. Scholte. 

I. Groningen : J. B. Wolters 1912. Roy. 8 vo., 256 pp. 

(w. facsimile). Cloth 5 flor. 

The 'problems' investigated in this valuable monograph are 
all connected with the first collective edition (3 vols., Niirn- 
berg 1683-84) of Grimmelshausen's works. Indeed, the author 
might have divided his book into four chapters, and inscribed 
them thus : 

I. The first collective edition of Grimmelshausen's works 
from a bibliographical point of view (pp. 1-78). 

II. The editor of the first collective edition and his knowl- 
edge of Grimmelshausen's personality (pp. 79-117). 

III. The question of authorship concerning the works con- 
tained in the first collective edition (pp. 117-221). 

IV. Works by Grimmelshausen not contained in the first 
collective edition. 

For the sake of convenience I shall here observe this as- 
sumed division into four parts. The 'first part,' therefore, 
gives a detailed descriptive reproduction (not in facsimile, 
but in type) of the title pages of the three volumes on pp. 
1-2, 13, and 25-26. While Keller and Kurz believed that this 
edition existed in two different prints, portions of which had 
not been recovered, the author shows, conclusively, that this 
opinion is erroneous. The relation between this collective edi- 
tion and both the former editions of single works and the 
later collective and separate editions is carefully discussed so 
as to gain a solid foundation for the bibliographical and text- 
ual history of Grimmelshausen's works. 

The 'second part' is chiefly concerned with the attitude 
taken by the editor of the first collective edition towards 
Grimmelshausen, and with the personality of Grimmelshausen 
himself. As Mr. Scholte shows, the editor was the first one to 
identify Grimmelshausen with his hero Simplieissimus, and 
in this way he has become responsible for the current opin- 
ion according to which the story of Simplieissimus is to be 
regarded as a quasi-biography of Grimmelshausen. Mr. Schol- 
te maintains that this identification is not well founded. He 
contrasts the supposed Simplicissimus-Grimmelshausen with 
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the actual Grimmelshausen, as he appears in documents writ- 
ten by his own hand and brought to light — most of them quite 
recently — in various libraries and archives. These materials 
and others, yet unpublished, to which Mr. Scholte has had ac- 
cess, open the prospect towards a Grimmelshausen philology, 
based not upon pre-conceived theory and on mere conjectures, 
but upon historical facts. Grimmelshausen 's personality be- 
gins to assume definite features, quite distinct from those of 
the soldier whom he depicted so vividly in his historical 
novels. 

The 'third part' is given to the 'higher criticism' of the 
first collective edition by raising the question of how far the 
writings collected in this edition may be regarded as genuine 
works from Grimmelshausen 's pen. All turn out to be gen- 
uine, with the exception of two, viz. 'Simplicii Angeregte 
Uhrsachen. Warumb er nicht Catholisch werden konne. Ge- 
druckt im Jahr 1684' and the rather insignificant treatise 
'Vom Bart-Krieg.' As regards the former, Mr. Scholte proves 
conclusively that it was written by the well known theologian 
Johann Scheffler, the author of the ' Cherubinischer Wan- 
dersmann,' who in 1653, when he joined the Catholic Church, 
assumed the name of Angelus Silesius. 

The 'fourth' and last part extends the 'higher criticism' 
beyond the limits of the first collective edition to those works of 
Grimmelshausen which by the editor were not incorporated 
in this collection. There are especially two works of this kind 
which must be ascribed to Grimmelshausen, viz. 'Des Aben- 
teuerlichen Simplicissimi Ewig-wahrender Calender' (Niirn- 
berg, 1670) and the three continuations of the Abenteuer- 
licher Simplicissimus (Niirnberg 1669-1671). 

Mr. Scholte has proceeded in his investigation so cautious- 
ly and systematically, and with such complete mastery of his 
subject that his results can be safely accepted. His book 
is sure to be welcomed by every student of seventeenth cen- 
tury German Literature. 

Baltimore. Klara Hechtenberg Collitz. 



A Brief Swedish Grammar. Edw. J. Vickner, Ph.D. Eock 
Island, 111., 1912. Augustana Book Concern. Pp. vii + 
296. 

Swedish grammars written in English have been very un- 
satisfactory books. Vickner 's grammar is, perhaps in every 
respect, a great improvement over its predecessors. The book 
is more practical, more modern, more complete; it has more 
live exercises and gives more attention to the spoken language. 



